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half an hour or so before they went in to dinner.
On this particular occasion I was busy sewing, and
required another few minutes to finish what I was
doing, when dinner was announced. My father,
seeing I did not get up, told me to do so immediately.
With a sigh, I said, impatiently: " Mon Dieu!
Men Dieu ! " At which Monsignor Stonor reproved
me and added : " My child, you must not call upon
God in that way/' To which I replied: " I am
calling upon Him to help me, and showing Him I
am a Christian/' They all hastily went in to dinner,
leaving me in command of the situation.
Her Majesty, at my confirmation, gave me a gold
watch and chain with the Royal crest on the watch,
and engraved inside :
" To Stella Margherita Vitelleschi, from her god-
mother, Margherita di Savoia."
And during all these long years that little watch
still keeps its time.
The Queen did not consider that her duties were
finished at my Confirmation, but continued to show
the liveliest and kindliest interest in my welfare.
When I grew a little older, it was considered
fitting that I should learn something about the art
of cooking. The subject was taught at the convent,
where special facilities had been provided. The
girls worked separately, in small cubicles with high-
walled sides. Having learnt something of the theory
of preparing food, I was placed in one of the cubicles,
given a frying-pan, and told to provide a practical
demonstration of my knowledge, In the next cubicle
my friend Marianna was similarly engaged, and we
talked to each other over the partition. After we
had been at work for some time, she left her cubicle